PRE-CAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Material Safety Datasheet: DQ12 Issue 01/09

It is important that you or those working for

you familiarise themselves with the information
supplied on this Datasheet before handling, using
or disposing of the product.
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PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL
CHARACTERISTICS

Pre-cast Concrete Products, Blocks (concrete masonry units)
and Blockettes are manufactured by compacting a mixture
of aggregate, cement and water into a mould to produce the
required shape and strength. They are odourless and solid.

Admixtures may be added to improve production techniques
or the properties of the finished product.

Pigments may be added to colour the product as required.

HAZARDS

» Hardened concrete is inert, but edges and surfaces can be
sharp and abrasive.

 The surface treatment and cutting of hardened concrete
can create dust which may contain quartz. If inhaled in
excessive quantities over extended periods, respirable dust
containing quartz can constitute a long term health hazard
and may cause the development of silicosis or lung cancer.

* Any cutting of finishing may result in particles or sections
of the concrete surface being projected at high speed.

Consideration should be given to the mass of some of the
larger units before manual handling.

EMERGENCY ACTION - FIRST AID

EYE CONTACT

1. On contact with concrete dust irrigate immediately with
copious amounts of clean water. Seek immediate
medical attention.

SKIN CONTACT

1. On contact with concrete dust immediately wash with
copious amounts of clean water and soap. Clothing
contaminated by concrete dust should be removed and
washed thoroughly before use. If irritation occurs seek
medical attention.

INHALATION

1. If concrete dust is inhaled move the affected person
into fresh air. If breathing problems persist seek
medical attention.

INGESTION

1. If ingestion of concrete dust occurs and causes irritation
seek medical attention.

PRECAUTIONS

The following precautions should always be taken:

« Avoid dry-cutting concrete wherever possible, using
a lubricant such as water will minimise emission of dust.
Inhalation of concrete dust should be avoided. Wear
suitable eye protection.

» Employ good manual handling techniques wherever
possible and use of mechanical lifting aids should be
considered where reasonably practicable for products with
masses in excess of 20kg.

PROTECTIVE CLOTHING

Protective clothing, particularly on hands and feet, should be
worn when handling concrete blocks and bricks eg industrial
gloves, safety boots.

Respiratory protective equipment and eye protection should
be worn during the surface treatment or cutting of Blocks
and Blockettes.
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TRANSPORTATION AND
WASTE DISPOSAL

The carriage of Pre-Cast Concrete Products, Blocks and
Blockettes is not subject to hazardous substance conveyance
regulations and vehicle labelling is not required.

Unused hardened concrete or screeds are inert but should be
disposed of in accordance with local authority requirements.
Keep out of the reach of children.

STORAGE

Care should be taken in the stacking and general handling

of individual units or packs of units, taking into account the
mass of the products, stability of the packs and the level of
the site.

GUIDANCE

» EH40 - For detailed guidance on workplace exposure levels
to constituent substances reference should be made to
EH40 (HSE Guidance Note)

NOTES

The purpose of this datasheet is to provide Health, Safety
and Environmental guidance on the safe handling, use and
disposal of Pre-Cast Concrete Products supplied by E & JW
Glendinning Limited. The information contained in this
datasheet is correct at the date of writing, and applies only in
relation to the supply of material referred to in the delivery
docket to which this datasheet is attached and forms part.
This datasheet should alert purchasers and/or users to the
usual hazards in handling the supplied material when using
it within the ordinary range of uses for which such material is
normally supplied.

If you have purchased or arranged the supply on behalf

of a third party who will work with the material supplied

it is your duty to pass this information on to them BEFORE
such work commences. For the avoidance of doubt the
datasheet DOES NOT constitute the user’s own assessment of
workplace risk as may be required by other safety legislation
and nothing herein shall be construed or relied upon as
relieving the purchaser, user or any intermediate supplier or
third party from any statutory or other legal duty which may
apply to them or from taking care or precautions to protect
themselves or others to whom they owe a duty of care.

The datasheet should not be relied upon for any other
purpose including without limitation any technical or design
purpose, nor relied upon in the use or handling of any other
product whether supplied by E & JW Glendinning Limited

or not. Reliance placed on any part or all of the information
contained in this datasheet which goes beyond the purpose
set out above is entirely at the user’s own risk.

Without limiting or restricting the terms and conditions upon
which the material has been supplied by E & JW Glendinning
Limited, to the extent permitted by law, disclaims all liability
arising directly or indirectly from the content or preparation
of this datasheet except that E & JW Glendinning Limited

will accept responsibility for personal injury which is
demonstrated to have been caused by its own negligence.
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